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and constructed by Soviet workers, they breed self-confidence,
they convince the people that they are capable of as fine mechanical
feats as the most skilled foreign workers. Moreover, the Moscow
underground and other fine constructions give the people a living
proof of the great economic and cultural progress made by the
Soviets.
In a speech at his election meeting at Leningrad, November 26,
1937, Kalinin, speaking of the opportunities given to Soviet archi-
tects and the intelligentsia generally, bore out our view in regard
to such a construction as the Moscow underground. He said: "Our
people say to the architect: 'Plan us an underground; but since
this will be used by the masses, give no thought to profit making,
but remember that people will have to travel on this underground
to and from work; think how to make the journey as little fatiguing
as possible. . . .'
"When we give an order to an architect he is told that the
building must be such as will satisfy the needs of the people, their
conveniences, their artistic demands."
The roads of Tsarist Russia were notoriously bad. It was a
standing joke at the time that the Government kept them in that
state in order to keep out an invader, this being their best and
most efficient means of defence. The present day Soviet Union
has more convenient and more effective methods of keeping out
a foreign invader.
The world and civil wars naturally did not improve the roads,
and although an enormous amount of road building will be required
before the U.S.S.R. can make much boast of its roads, nevertheless
the last twenty years has brought about considerable improvement.
During the period 1931-35, about 185,000 kilometres of new roads
had been built and on January i, 1935, the made roads in the
U.S.S.R. totalled 1,368,000 kilometres, of which 160,600 kilometres
were crowned and improved gravel roads, and 61,000 kilometres
hard-surface roads. A number of republics and regions which
formerly had practically no good roads at all, have built long
tracks of excellent roads during the last decade. Particularly im-
145                                     K